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The CAS, the Centre for Accelerator Science, is part of ANSTO (Australian Nuclear Science Technology 

Organisation) located in Lucas Heights about 30 km south of Sydneys CBD. The CAS compromises two 

new buildings adjacent to the existing facilities and is an initiative of the Australian Government built as 

part of the Super Science Initiatives and financed from the Education Investment Fund. The two buildings 

are shaped by their internal functions. One is housing the Uranium and Thorium Series Laboratories, the 

Accelerator Mass Spectrometry and Chemistry Facility. The second building is dominated by its large 

Accelerator hall with a 1MV and 6MV accelerator associated with workshop and laboratories. The reduced 

architectural language provides a clear identity for the CAS and stands out in the mixture of existing building 

styles at ANSTO. The external appearance of the two buildings is characterised by two very different and 

contrasting materials: sand coloured terracotta tiles and cortain steel panels. Different as they are in their 

appearance both materials are born from elements of our planet: clay minerals and iron. This can be seen as 

a metaphor to the work of the Institute for Environmental Research inside these buildings. Areas of research 

are including functional materials interfaces, human activity, climate variability and environmental pathways. 

Atria and a “flying” roof connecting both buildings. This is supported by large circular lights which seem 

to be floating in these spaces leading into the large accelerator hall with an observation platform. From the 

platform visitors can visually participate in the research and science being conducted. Over the course of 

any day, the facade and internal atrium change their character following the movement of the sun. In contrast 

to the varying lighting levels in these areas the research laboratories and offices are designed to maximise 

the access to natural light. To provide the higher lighting level required for specific research tasks efficient 

LED lights are fitted throughout the facility. 
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SYDNEY
44 Chippen St
Chippendale NSW 2015
t 02 9699 3900
e nsw@inlite.com.au

MELBOURNE
80 Balmain St
Richmond VIC 3121
t 03 9429 9828
e vic@inlite.com.au

BRISBANE
111 Constance St
Fortitude Valley QLD 4006
t 07 3253 3200
e qld@inlite.com.au

PERTH
15-17 Old Aberdeen Place
West Perth WA 6005
t 08 9227 0444
e wa@inlite.com.au

ADELAIDE
39-41 Fullarton Road
Kent Town SA 5067
t 08 8362 5993
e sa@inlite.com.au

HOBART
PO Box 1071
Rosny Park TAS 7018
t 03 6243 4715
e tas@inlite.com.au

AUCKLAND
Unit G04, Zone 23 
23 Edwin st, Mount Eden
Auckland 1024
t 09 623 0429
e auckland@inlite.co.nz

WELLINGTON
Level 2, Mountain Safety House
19 Tory St
Wellington 6011
t 04 894 3812
e wellington@inlite.co.nz
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